44                            MY    FATHER

to put their house-property in a state fit for human
habitation.

However friendly to father in a personal sense
these men may have been he never spared them in
his writings or speeches. Then, as now, he always
disclaimed any desire to attack individuals, and
blamed the system for making them what they were.

Nevertheless, in his election campaigns he described
them as boodlers and jerrybuilders, ** body-snatchers"
and as despoilers of widows who ground the faces of
the poor. He used to remark with a certain grim
humour on the eagerness of undertakers to become
members of the "House Committee" (euphemism
for Workhouse Committee), from which position
they might keep a watchful eye on the old people,
weighing up their expectation of life, and taking their
general measurements with a practised eye with a
view to the time when their final demand on the
community for a deal coffin would fall due. The
presence of milkmen on the Council was just as easily
accounted for. Firstly, as councillors, they might speak
with more weight on their own behalf as purveyors to
the Guardians, and secondly, they might water their
milk with less interference from the Public Health
Department of the Council of which they were
members*

Then again, the law that no member of a local
governing body should be allowed to enter into a
business contract with the body of which lie was a
member was quite easily evaded in spirit though
not in the letter. For it was quite a simple matter